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BLIND GIRL PERFORMS TWO-FOLD SERVICE 


SHE SKILLFULLY CONNECTS THE WIRES SMALL TRANSFORMER 
UNIT THIS YOUNG BLIND WORKER HELPS PAVE THE WAY FOR THE 
EMPLOYMENT DISABLED VETERANS RETURNING CIVILIAN LIFE* 


*Through observation and study. blind and other handicapped workers, the 
Federal Telephone and Radio Corporation Newark becomes acquainted with 
the special needs the handicapped. This company now engaged re- 
vising its educational program that disabled veterans applying for their 
former jobs will have the benefit retraining and the advantage rearrange- 
ment tools, material, and machinery which the nature their disability may 
indicate. 
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PLEA FOR THE WIDER ACCEPTANCE AND USE 
GRADE TWO BRAILLE HOME TEACHERS 


THOMAS 


Two, was adopted the official braille system 
for the English-speaking countries. Although 
that time was recognized—and still is—as 
more practical than Revised Braille Grade 
One and Half because its uniformity and 
because the time saved reading and 
space saved writing, its actual acceptance 
and use home teachers was not spon- 
taneous and widespread might have been 
expected desired. 

can probably assume that majority 
braille readers today read Grade Two, 
from the fact that most periodicals and pub- 
lications are this grade, and also since 


Thomas Gilmartin has been engaged home teach- 
ing for the New York Association for the Blind since 
September, 1943. graduate Queen’s College, 
where majored sociology and psychology; has had 
special courses braille and teaching methods Teach- 
ers College, Columbia University; and during the summer 
past, attended Western Reserve University, where 
completed his academic qualifications for home teaching 
certification the A.A.W.B. 


GILMARTIN 


large number braille books distributed 
various libraries during 1943 were Grade 
Two. However, believe that most 
will stop and think for moment about the 
number people know who read braille, 
will agree that that majority not 
overwhelming one, and that for the number 
years during which Grade Two has been 
standard, there are still far too many who 
not read it, and who have stopped learning 
being taught after mastering Grade One and 
Half. Figures for the total circulation 
volumes One and Half and Two the 
twenty-seven distributing libraries last year 
show that not even twice many were dis- 
tributed Grade Two there were One 
and Half. 

this point, some you may thinking 
yourselves: “So what? What’s the point? 
Suppose large group braille readers 
not read Grade Two and aren’t being taught 
so? What’s the difference? They are 
enjoying their reading and are satisfied.” 


241 


242 


Well, the point that Grade One and 
Half becoming outmoded, and many 
the present-day best sellers, popular titles, 
other books, and the magazines which most 
people are reading, enjoying, and discussing, 
are only available Grade Two, and are 
therefore denied this large proportion 
readers who know only One and Half. 
matter fact, you probably know, the 
Library Congress has ceased publishing 
books Grade One and Half, and already 
many blind individuals know, and several 
known other workers, are finding hard- 
ship that they not know Grade Two, and 
are asking for home teaching service order 
that they may learn it. course these indi- 
viduals can, and many do, turn the Talking 
Book for much their reading; but hope 
that none advocates substitution the 
Talking Book for braille, except for those 
Then, too, Grade Two makes for much faster 
reading and takes less space. 

have heard cases where people who 
had been taught only One and Half found 
braille reading too slow, and therefore un- 
interesting. result, they gave the idea 
reading braille altogether. Perhaps the 
knowledge Grade Two might have in- 
creased their speed just enough keep them 
reading; and perhaps continued reading 
might have helped them acquire increased 
speed and efficiency. 

then appears evident that there 
need for wider use and teaching Grade 
Two, how can home teachers best fulfill 
this need? First all, think should ask 
ourselves: “Why has Standard English Braille 
been somewhat slow and narrow its ac- 
ceptance and use?” seeking solution 
any problem, must first try determine 
the cause of, reason for, the problem. 

see it, the first step required widen 
the use and acceptance Braille Grade Two 
home teachers. might also good idea 
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for the teacher test himself objectively and, 
should find necessary, take steps 
better equip himself teach Grade Two. 

means increasing the use Grade 
Two and making certain that the maxi- 
mum number braille readers read it, pro- 
pose the method teaching braille pro- 
gressing from full spelling, Grade One, 
directly into Grade Two, eliminating Grade 
One and Half entirely. belief that 
anyone who can learn One and Half can, 
with very little extra effort, Grade Two. 
experience teaching braille the 
commonly used method going from Grade 
One into Grade One and Half and then 
into Two, have found several instances 
that the pupil has 
overwhelmed, confused, and discouraged be- 
fore has scarcely begun learn. Most blind 
people, especially the newly blinded, when 
taking braille are very anxious gain 
reading knowledge soon possible 
that they may resume their reading habits. 
Because this anxiety and desire read, 
many pupils after Grade One and 
Half register the distributing libraries, re- 
ceive reading matter, and begin reading. 
When they find that they can read, and that 
the braille they have learned serves their 
purpose, they tend put off the further study 
Braille Grade Two. result, they never 
get around learning it. 

teaching braille well print, at- 
tempt have the pupil read words rather 
than letters. learns braille characters pri- 
marily they appear words. this word 
method learning read, person forms 
definite mental images how many combi- 
nations letters words appear the touch. 
For example, teaching Grade One and 
Half before going into Two, the word “year” 
appears y-e- and the sign. The word 
“under” u-n-d-er sign, and the word “foun- 
Two, these same words appear y-ea 
under, dot and foundation, f-ound 


sign. 
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sign, ation sign. other words, after pupil 
spends considerable time and effort learn- 
ing One and Half and forming mental 
picture words they appear therein, these 
mental pictures must destroyed and re- 
placed new ones formed Grade Two, 
because the fact that the additional con- 
tractions and abbreviations and the rules 
governing their use completely change word 
formations. using this method—first teach- 
ing One, then One and Half, and then 
Two—what are actually doing having 
student learn read and write incorrectly, 
then unlearn what has been taught, and 
then shown the correct way doing it. This 
method teaching—and believe most edu- 
cators and psychologists will confirm 
stand—violates one the fundamental prin- 
ciples pedagogy, that always illustrating 
the correct way first. start off the be- 
ginning presenting words their final 
contracted form, not only away with 
the learning and unlearning process, but 
make less confusing for the pupil and, 
have found, speed learning Grade Two. 
Also, the pupil must learn all the system 
before able read, and cannot, 
pointed out before, stop the middle after 
learning One and Half, and put off study- 
ing Grade Two. 

has been said that many people are not 
capable learning Grade Two; that too 
hard; that there are too many contractions 
against only One and Half. has also 
been said that there are too many lower-cell 
signs confuse the student; that the sense 
touch many not keen enough discern 
the slight differences which exist between the 
dots located the left-hand side the cell 
and their corresponding dots the right, 
thus making confusing for them deter- 
mine whether several double-cell contractions 
are contractions, two separate letters, let- 
ter followed contraction. For example, 
the double-cell contraction for the word 
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“their,” maintained, might read 
the letter followed the sign for “the.” 
Let analyze these objections and see 
they are really valid. First all, are told 
that Grade Two too difficult for many 
master. mentioned before, believe that 
anyone capable learning One and Half 
also capable learning Grade Two. Grade 
One and Half comprises and makes use 
all possible combinations dots that are used 
Grade Two; therefore, learning read 
Grade .Two does not entail the learning 
any new combinations dots. merely en- 
tails familiarizing oneself with additional 
contractions and abbreviations and the differ- 
ent meanings some them, depending 
their position word. From the number 
people who already read Two, would 
appear that anyone endowed with 
amount intelligence (which these people 
who can master One and Half must pos- 
sess) should not have too much difficulty 
memorizing the additional signs Grade 
Two. true that there are many more 
signs learn, but these 185, seventy-three 
are abbreviations which are practically self- 
evident. The letters themselves hint the 
word they represent, and not much trouble 
encountered learning them. addition, 
there are several double-cell contractions 
which are used whole- and part-word signs, 
and which also should not too difficult 
learn. The letter used these contractions 
represents either the first last letter the 
word, group letters, for which stands. 
matter fact, the contractions which 
give the reader no, very little, hint 
their meaning, are those which are also used 
Grade One and Half. for 
signs confusing the reader, also true that 
Two makes use several them, and 
first some readers have trouble recognizing 
them such. Although there are only two 
such signs used One and Half, i-n and 
e-n, all the others used Two occur One 
and Half punctuations. they are not 
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confusing the person learning One 
and Half, why should they confuse him 
Grade Two? need only recognize their 
different meanings, depending their posi- 
tion the word. Confusing the right-side 
cell dots with letters reading double-cell 
signs is, admit, problem for some over- 
come. However, here again, pupil can 
learn not call italics sign “k” One 
and Half, should have little difficulty 
with double-cell signs Two. This type 
spacing rare One and Half, but the 
teacher, when teaching Grade Two, will give 
his student extra practice recognizing these 
signs, and constantly point out the difference 
comparing their spacing with ordinary 
letter spacing, think this problem can easily 
solved. Also, think that when the pupil 


finds that calling these dots letter makes 
reading sense, will immediately realize 
his mistake and correct it. 

conclusion, let once more emphasize 
the need for wider use Grade Two 
Braille. order widen its use, however, 
will first necessary teach more 
adults; and since most adults are taught 
braille home teachers, the major portion 
the responsibility for increasing its use and 
acceptance lies with us. obligation 
the braille reader which should not ignored 
the home teacher, opinion, the fast- 
est, easiest, and most logical way meet this 
obligation teach braille the manner 
indicated above; that is, eliminating 
Grade One and Half and going directly into 
Two. 


BROOKLYN COUNCIL AID VETERANS 


Veterans Welfare Co- 
ordinating Committee, including representa- 
tives industry, labor, the church, veterans’ 
groups and social agencies, has been formed 
Brooklyn under the auspices the Brook- 
lyn Council for Social Planning, affiliate 
the Welfare Council. City Court Justice 
Murray Hearn, vice-chairman the Brooklyn 
Council, heads the committee, which was 
established mobilize the borough’s services 


preparation for the return ex-servicemen. 

inventory social and health services 
available veterans Brooklyn has been 
compiled and distributed committee mem- 
bers and their affiliated organizations. The 
services listed include governmental units, 
veterans’ organizations, and agencies provid- 
ing vocational counseling, family care, psy- 
chiatric attention, and aid the physically 
handicapped. 
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LET’S USE WHAT 


HELEN STRICKLAND 


SoME YEARS AGO, heard Dr. Allen make 
statement which has been help 
throughout home teaching experience. 
The quotation this: “As rule, men habitu- 
ally use only small part the powers 
which they actually possess and which they 
might use under appropriate conditions.” 

We, home teachers, are aware the 
truth this fact, but are making con- 
scious effort seek out and develop the 
potential capabilities the people 
And, considering the shortage materials, 
are making the best use what have 
hand? 

Most have tendency settle into 
matter-of-fact routine activity consisting 
teaching and other duties assigned the 
agency which are employed. Under 
the pressure work and wartime living 
easy slip into rut—but don’t have 
stay there. Neither should permit our 
pupils settle down lethargic state 
existence because they dislike handwork 
have neither the desire nor physical stamina 
for regular employment. 

What can suggested the way house- 
hold activities hobbies for such persons? 
What unusual and interesting project can 
initiated which will give the individual 
opportunity use “the powers possesses” 
and the materials hand which will provide 


him with the absorbing interest which 
needs? 


Miss Helen Strickland has been with the Con- 
State Board Education for the Blind for 
seven years. She served first home teacher, and 


The following suggestions are made for 
just such problem cases. Both men and 
women have been considered, but for the 
most part line demarcation has been 
drawn between the activities and hobbies sug- 
gested. attempt has been made limit 
them “money-makers,” but some project 
results income, much the better. They 
are, rather, unusual activities which may 
carried the home blind person with 
minimum assistance from others. With 
some exceptions, all are being carried 
persons today—and the others have been out- 
lined with specific cases mind keep them 
within the realm practical application. 

Have you someone who interested 
gardening who finds difficult manage 
one entirely alone? The part gardening 
found most difficult the planting seeds, 
and identifying and transplanting the seed- 
lings. Seeds can planted egg shells filled 
with the proper soil mixture suggested 
florist. The shells may embedded sand 
oblong cheesebox with just the edges 
protruding that they may easily located 
touch. When the seedlings are ready for 
transplanting, the shell can transferred 
the ground, where will disintegrate, pro- 
viding lime for the plant the process 
growth. 

Specialization few varieties plants 
most satisfactory—preferably those which 
can easily differentiated from weeds 
sightless person. some communities there 
demand for cut flowers and ready mar- 
ket found for them with local florists who 
pay from one five cents bloom, depend- 
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ing the flower. town which has 
convenient florist shop, the opportunity 
even greater. People often want table bou- 
quets. 

one enjoys raising flowers just that 
others may enjoy them, they can given 
friends, shut-ins, hospitals, and other institu- 
tions. One blind person derived much satis- 
faction from packing and mailing boxes 
flowers shut-ins New York City. Her 
neighbors became interested and contributed 
blossoms from their own gardens. Last spring 
this blind woman mailed over 1800 stalks 
lily-of-the-valley alone. 

Along the same line the raising house 
plants which may used for gifts sold 
profit. Geraniums and ivy are perhaps the 
easiest manage, they are sturdy and can 
grown from slips. They can potted indi- 
vidually containers made purchased for 
the purpose. One attractive container made 
from ordinary flowerpot which has been 
decorated with the decalcomania transfers 
which may purchased the ten-cent 
stores. flower design used not 
necessary have perfectly straight. The 
small size bread tins covered with 
reed are narrow enough fit window 
sill. Filled with chives parsley, they make 
attractive kitchen decoration, and serve 
useful culinary purpose well. 

one your pupils has keen interest 
and understanding music, why not fos- 
ter this such way that she may benefit 
not only herself, but others well? few 
good records which can played elec- 
tric player Talking Book machine could 
serve basis for hours music apprecia- 
tion. These programs should carefully 
planned suit the tastes the group invited 
listen. For instance, one might arrange 
have all-string program, Haydn pro- 
gram with special reference features now 
termed “Haydnesque,” such the surprise 
the “Surprise Symphony”; program 
designed familiarize one with various in- 


struments. The possibilities are endless. With 
the assistance braille and Talking Books, 
appropriate and informative comments may 
made the hostess the composers and 
the characteristics their works. small 
charge would permit the purchase addi- 
tional records—or refreshments! 

Most women, and some men, enjoy work- 
ing kitchen. The making orange mar- 
malade worth-while project this time. 
Marmalade suggested because there are so- 
called “fool-proof” recipes, and methods can 
worked out which will eliminate danger 
and needless waste. easy recognize 
good fruit both touch and smell. The 
oranges, which should free artificial 
coloring, are scrubbed, cut half, juiced, and 
strained. tablespoon, grasped firmly near 
the bowl the spoon, used scoop out 
the membrane from the skins, which are then 
put through food grinder before cooking. 
This eliminates tedious slicing. The cooking 
need cause particular concern large 
enough kettle, one holding almost three times 
the quantity fruit cooked, used. 
Permitting the marmalade cool somewhat 


before pouring into jars prevents possible ac- 


cidents from burning and does not impair the 
quality. Jars such those which prepared 
baby foods come make excellent containers, 
they are uniform size, wide-mouthed, 
have tight-fitting covers, and cost nothing. 
Pouring paraffin from old coffeepot 
pitcher prevents waste and convenient. 
Marmalade made costs seven ten cents 
glass and could sell for twenty-five cents. 
Cookies offer another opportunity for spe- 
cialization, although has been said that 
cookies are difficult for blind person make 
unless they are the variety which can 
baked sheet and cut upon removal from 
the oven. However, drop cookies can easily 
made baking them cupcake 
small, depending the size desired. This 
method has the advantage providing 
cookies uniform size, thus making 
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easier figure the cost per dozen they are 
sold. Icebox cookies are also easy 
manage. Telephone orders may taken for 
the cookies, they can disposed through 
neighborhood store. does not take long 
establish reputation good cookie 
maker. 

someone knows how make good bread, 
why not encourage regular baking? Many 
people would welcome the opportunity buy 
freshly baked bread biscuits. The same 
true baked beans. One woman takes or- 
ders from people her immediate neighbor- 
hood Friday, and the hot beans are ready 
for the customers who are glad run over 
for them suppertime Saturday. little 
imagination and searching thought the 
part the teacher will reveal other possibili- 
ties for kitchen hobbyists. 

Some people have faculty for gathering 
and disseminating news. Could this not 
directed into constructive channels? There 
are opportunities for men and women 
small towns serve reporters for daily 
papers. The news items can obtained 
telephone and the typewritten items for- 
warded the paper. 

One man conducts question-and-answer 
column current affairs. His topic pres- 
ent Civilian Defense. Such column 
special topic one’s own choosing often 
acceptable small-town newspaper. 

Perhaps some your people have yen 
creative writing. Help them work out 
methods whereby they can revise and correct 
their work with minimum assistance 
from other people making use the type- 
writer, braillewriter, dictaphone. Even 
the material not acceptable for publica- 
tion, satisfaction derived from the writing, 
and one can never tell when some manuscript 
may accepted. One young blind woman 
who also badly crippled with arthritis has 
devoted hours writing, and occasionally 


she has had something published. She writes’ 


rough draft braille, and, after revision, 


dictates the material dictaphone which 
enables her play back her work and make 
further corrections. 

person living community with 
limited library facilities could establish 
small lending library for the benefit friends 
and neighbors, using the twenty-five-cent 
pocket edition books. very simple record 
loans could kept braille, and braille 
labels pasted inside the book cover would 
facilitate handling. patronage warranted it, 
other books could put into circulation. 

telephone can the instrument for de- 
veloping several projects. One woman suc- 
cessfully maintains contacts between the 
“haves” and “have-nots” facilitate the ex- 
change surplus products. man takes tele- 
phone orders for groceries, then hires guide 
with car and goes once week wholesale 
houses where the articles are bought and then 
delivered considerable saving his cus- 
tomers. 

Another man has established 
four-hour telephone service exchange for pro- 
fessional people, and has developed that 
now earns about one hundred dollars 
month. One woman who does not mind 
rising early, “human alarm clock” for 
defense workers and others her neighbor- 
hood. Her own clock and her braille notations 
help her maintain her reputation re- 
liable alarm clock. 

man may often interested radio 
work, and with can qualify 
for amateur radio broadcaster’s license. 
Courses state trade school would give 
him the technical knowledge needs. 

Collecting things affords enjoyment 
many people and collections may made 
almost anything which appeals the indi- 
vidual. Keys, buttons, crosses, potholders, 
pitchers, knives, pins, shells, 
rocks, and minerals are some the things 
which have been collected blind people. 
Collections limited only the space 
available house them. 
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The late Miss Lydia Hayes, describing 
the rights the blind, mentioned the right 
serve. Perhaps not emphasize 
ciently the need and right blind person 
one—anyone—to realize that really 
service and has something give. 

Many men and women could definite 
service the field Scouting some simi- 
lar character-building organization, and some 
have had experience before losing their sight. 
There dearth leaders, and youngsters 
would glad hand with intricate knot- 
ting, rope splicing, signal practice buzzer 
telegraph key, and the identification 
bird calls, which the Talking Book would 
help. 

Women, and some men, are knitting for 
the Red Cross some war relief agency. 
Blind women are folding surgical dressings, 
and one has supplied all those certain 
type needed one state sanatorium. 

One young woman crippled well 
blind, heard bedridden blind woman 


who has relatives, and was encouraged 


OUTLOOK FOR THE BLIND 


write weekly letter her. She has done 
this faithfully for year and the delightfully 
refreshing letters are bringing much joy and 
inspiration the patient. 

Occasionally persons with vivid imagina- 
tion are good storytellers but they need 
audience. Encourage them practice you, 
and later, their own their neighbors’ 
children. Suggest incidents about which 
stories can woven. Expression may slow 
first, but children are not critical there 
sufficient dramatic action portrayed. 

Limitation space does not this time 
permit discussion the incentives and 
motivation which may used initiate and 
carry successful conclusion these home 
activities; neither have the benefits—both tan- 
gible and intangible—been mentioned. Each 
problem case requires individualized 
ment. 

Thoughtful consideration the total situa- 
tion the part the teacher will reveal 
opportunities which will utilize the best 
advantage the “powers” the individual and 
the materials available. 


the 
the 
the 
m«¢ 
Wa 
the 
ra 
bli 

as 

co 
pe 
al 
- 
Ww 
ti 
te 
oO 


NEW HAMPSHIRE PROGRAM FOR THE BLIND 


CARL 


FIRST REAL PROGRAM for the blind New 


Hampshire was begun 1913. this time 
the New Hampshire Legislature passed law 
placing the responsibility for the welfare 
the blind the hands the State Board 
Charities and Correction, which was one 
the predecessors the present State Depart- 
ment Public Welfare. The first state law 
was broad and comprehensive one. From 
the very beginning the Department Public 


was authorized provide wide 


range services for the blind, 
financial aid, medical care, prevention 
blindness, and the education blind children, 
well social and vocational rehabilitation 
the adult blind. the different programs 
for the blind developed under this law, those 
concerned with its administration were aware 
and thankful for two phases the law 
particular. 

the first place, full responsibility for the 
blind has remained with the Department 
from the very outset. spite the fact that 
the Department has undergone many changes 
since 1913, losing some its former responsi- 
bilities and taking new ones, has lost 
part its full responsibility for the blind 
any other state department. like think 
that this factor makes for higher degree 
integration and more continuity purpose. 


Before assuming his present duties supervisor the 
Division Blind Services the New Hampshire State 
Department Public Welfare July, 1943, Carl Camp 
was employed for seven years the New 
tion for the Blind where was different times home 
teacher, social worker, and supervisor the men’s 
occupational department and recreation. 


CAMP 


Secondly, the 1913 law was sufficiently 
flexible permit the Department modify 
its philosophy and methods from time time 
the occasion required. Furthermore, the 
law was broad enough for the Department 
undertake new programs, the case 
the Barden-La Follette Act, without resorting 
new legislation. 

occurred throughout most the coun- 
try after the passage the Social Security Act, 
New Hampshire reorganized its Department 
Public Welfare into its present streamlined 
form -in 1938. Public assistance throughout 
all New Hampshire was put state- 
administered basis. all the state’s ten 
counties, district offices the Department 
were set handle directly integrated 
case load. These offices are part the De- 
partment’s Division Field Services and are 
supervised state field supervisors. 

The Division Services the Blind also 
integral part the Department’s Division 
Field Services. New Hampshire being 
small state area and population, the Di- 
vision Services the Blind can operate 
from the state office Concord and service 
the blind throughout the entire state. The 
district offices and the Division Services 
the Blind share responsibility the Aid 
Needy Blind cases. the case the remain- 
ing blind not public assistance, the Di- 
vision Services the Blind has full respon- 
sibility for their rehabilitation. 

When the Department receives applica- 
tion for Blind Aid, the district office the 
given area first investigates the case, obtain- 
ing physician’s eye report and other infor- 
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mation necessary establish the eligibility 
the applicant. During this stage, the Division 
Services the Blind acts consultant 
the district office. Once the application ac- 
cepted for Blind Aid, and likewise when ap- 
plication rejected, the Division makes 
complete social diagnosis the individual 
determine feasibility rehabilitation services. 
The Blind Service Division worker decides 
the basis his and the district office’s find- 
ings whether the individual need such 
special services. the case blind person 
receiving other public assistance, the services 
the district office and the Division Serv- 
ices the Blind are likewise closely co- 
ordinated, each having its respective respon- 
sibility. 

Division maintains register the 
blind containing the names all the known 
blind the state. September 1944, 
this register totals 704 names. addition 
this figure, have several names persons 
referred prospective blind cases. 
physician’s eye report required each case 
before the name put the register. 
addition these, there are doubt many 
persons who are still unknown us. There- 
fore, estimate that the utmost there are 
about 750 bona fide blind cases the state 
New Hampshire. The state has popula- 
tion 491,524. This represents ratio 1.5 
blind persons per 1000 population. Before any 
name placed the Blind Register, physi- 
cian’s eye report must filled out 
ophthalmologist. Though have regular 
procedure insisted that all blind cases ex- 
amined ophthalmologist, have been 
compelled make few exceptions. Owing 
the present traveling difficulties and short- 
age qualified physicians, few names have 
been placed the register the basis 
physician’s eye report signed medical 
doctor optometrist. These were instances 
where practical value would have been 
ophthalmologist, the patient was bedridden, 
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similarly incapacitated condition, 

addition the usual source referrals, 
the town clerks the state serve major 
source. Each year the Division writes letter 
every town clerk, county farm, and state 
institution listing the names those indi- 
viduals who are already known living 
that particular town institution. The 
clerk asked indicate whether any 
these persons has moved away died. 
also asked list the names any blind per- 
sons living his town whose names have 
not been mentioned the letter. this man- 
ner the register kept pretty well date. 

During the past seven years, work for the 
blind New Hampshire has gradually un- 
dergone radical change. doubt true 
other states, have come accept and 
actually put into practice basic concept 
modern social work, namely, the individual- 
ized approach people’s needs. Our program 
for the blind today based the individual 
and his needs. longer like talk 
terms programs patterns for the blind, 
but instead like talk terms per- 
sons and individuals. First and uppermost 
our minds the question: what would 
blind person doing were not blind? 
Then try think through and work out 
with him plan action which would grad- 
ually restore him his normal position 
life. 

other words, try set the pattern 
the individual and not the individual 
specified pattern. the blind are pro- 
vided with more opportunity for fuller 
and more normal life, are convinced that 
the individualized case-work approach comes 
closer the true solution the problem than 
the orthodox approach twenty years ago. 

New Hampshire fully recognizes the in- 
dispensable part which the well-established 
and universally accepted programs have 
played promoting work for the blind. The 
sheltered shop, the handicrafts, and other 
similar programs have gone long way 
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answering the needs the blind. However, 
while these may have been the only answer, 
the best that society could devise the 
time, they have now completed their valuable 
contribution the field. remains for 
make the most this past experience the 
field and use base for new and better 
programs for serving the blind. result 
this experience, know that the shift 
emphasis should from the handicapped 
see how this approach works practice. 

When blind person comes our atten- 
tion, worker from the Division goes into 
the home and makes complete social diag- 
nosis. Each blind person seen indi- 
vidual having interests and capacities his 
own. The individual’s environment also 
taken into account that the worker may 
determine just what effect the environment 
has had the individual and what effect may 
expected the future from this factor. 
With eye the individual factor and the 
environmental factor, the worker tries 
think through and plan with the client 
how going make the most the op- 
portunities hand the light his own 
capacity and preference. The worker tries 
help him better understanding himself 
that may better able help himself 
toward regaining that position life which 
would have been enjoying had not 
lost his sight. 

New Hampshire likes think the home 
teacher real social worker using the indi- 
vidualized approach and case-work skills. 
course, she must also equipped teach 
braille and the crafts; but these are not 
taught indiscriminately every person 
merely because blindness. Instead, they are 
taught only when the individual feels need 
for braille and the crafts. Teaching the 
traditional skills should therefore never play 
more than secondary role the home 


teacher’s general plan for the rehabilitation 
individual. 
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helping the individual become ad- 
justed, the home teacher could spend her 
time better advantage teaching her 
client perform, with ease, all the normal 
routines life. For example, the newly 
blinded man may taught shave himself 
and care for his personal appearance. the 
client question woman who was 
housekeeper, the home teacher can show her, 
through the use special techniques and 
devices, how she can again perform her 
chores the home. illustrate this point: 
familiar with several blind men and 
women who have been taught make fancy 
baskets and knit beautifully; however, 
these same individuals will not venture one 
step out the home without escort. 
these instances the home teacher who took 
the pains teach them the crafts might have 
spent her time better advantage instruct- 
ing them things which would more 
useful them. other words, let teach 
the blind meet the normal demands which 
life makes upon them. Let careful not 
complicate the situation asking them 
learn skills that would have practical use 
for them life. The problem becoming 
readjusted complicated enough without 
adding any new problems. 

The home teaching program must not 
confused with the home industries program. 
Our home industries program New Hamp- 
shire has been providing thirty forty blind 
home workers with little more than pin 
money for the articles which they make 
and which are sold through church sales, 
etc. The actual value such service the 
blind highly questionable. The amount 
money earned cannot affecting their lives 
very much. this work serves only occupy 
their time, there not better way this 
than making baskets? 

The purpose home industries should 
clearly defined. the home industries pro- 
gram justify itself, should provide 
least subsistence income given number 
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blind workers confined their homes. 

New Hampshire would like reorganize 
home industries service which will furnish 
six- eight-dollar-a-week minimum in- 
come those workers capable being 
regularly employed their own homes but 
not outside employment. the case 
other objectives, shall simply have 
wait until normal conditions are again re- 
stored regard personnel and the supply 
available raw material. Nevertheless, 
have our objectives, and the meantime can 
plan for their execution the future. 

The Division Services the Blind has 
gradually carried over the individualized case- 
work approach into its placement program. 
have become more and more conscious 
the fact that sound placement program 
goes further than simply finding any job for 
blind person. Wherever possible en- 
deavor help our client carefully choose, 
train for, and become established that 
vocation which most suited his interests 
and capacities. 

you doubt are aware, New Hamp- 
shire predominantly agricultural state. 
major part the population engaged 
farming one kind another. logical, 
therefore, that some our blind would like 
pursue this occupation, they might have 
done before losing their sight. With this 
mind, the Division was instrumental 
having the New Hampshire Association for 
the blind establish the Barnes Agricul- 
tural School 1942. The School located 


Henniker, New Hampshire, and the 


only school its kind the country. The 
Barnes School really good-sized, up-to- 
date farm operation. has become the 
vocational training center for the rural blind 
wishing make farming their means live- 
lihood. Its students are offered rigorous and 
comprehensive training course which 
from ten twelve months. The course 
divided into two parts. the classroom the 
blind trainees receive intensive course 
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agricultural theory. The remainder the day 
spent the chickenhouse the barns, 
the workshed, out the fields where 
the pupils themselves the work under the 
Merton Lake, the 
superintendent. 

The blind trainees are also taught braille, 
typing, and the use specially adapted de- 
vices such the braille thermometer and the 
egg scale. addition making qualified 
farmers its trainees, the School strives 
help them become well-adjusted, self-reliant, 
and independent individuals. This school not 
only serves New Hampshire, but will accept 
blind applicants eighteen years age and 
over from any state east the Mississippi. 

For blind people who are not interested 
farming, the Division has resorted other 
occupational outlets. For those interested 
and equipped for factory work, the Division 
has been conducting industrial placement 
program. During the past year fifteen blind 
men and women have been placed essen- 
tial and nonessential industry. Three others 
have placed themselves similar jobs. The 
Division also placed one secretarial posi- 
tion operating dictaphone. Another blind 
person was placed kitchen job one 
the state institutions. Two more were placed 
stand concession opened the Division. 

During the autumn 1943 the Depart- 
ment closed its broom shop which had been 
operation for twenty-seven years. This shop 
employed eleven men, earning minimum 
wage $16 week. Though this shop had 
more business recent years than could 
handle, was still costing the Department 
about $3000 year. Whatever the reason may 
have been for this deficit, the Department 
finally decided that this shop had outlived its 
usefulness. Seven the eleven blind workers 
were placed industry and are doing quite 
well, and are happy the thought that they 
are earning their own way. One the eleven 
workers found his own job. Two others de- 
cided retire because their age and health. 
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The closing the shop worked hardship 
only one worker, who deaf-mute. 
doubt some our present placements 
will peter out after the war. However, 
strongly doubt whether the Department will 
ever again resort sheltered shop. will 
seek solution the employment problem 
for the blind more and better placements 
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industry, the professions, small pri- 
vate businesses, expansion the stand 
program, and reorganized home indus- 
tries service for the restricted worker. 

New Hampshire still has many obstacles 
overcome before attaining its ultimate goal, 
but some progress has been made, and are 
confident that can much further. 


INDIA LOOKS POSTWAR 
EDUCATION HER BLIND 


The Bureau Education, India, has just 
issued publication, Postwar Educational 
Development India, which good deal 
Education the Handicapped.” the sit- 
uation concerns the blind, the publica- 
tion has this say: “The census 1931 puts 
the number the blind British India (ex- 
cluding Burma) 435,078, but census figures 
can hardly relied for educational pur- 
poses there standard definition 
blindness this country. the definition 
adopted the English Board Education 
accepted, namely, ‘so blind unable 
perform any work for which eyesight 
essential,’ expert calculation would then raise 
the number the blind population India 
1941 about 2,000,000 with about 400,- 
the six-to-fourteen age-group. “What 
has been done date tackle this 
problem has been very largely due vol- 
untary philanthropic enterprise. There are 
existence societies which are gallantly 
facing this enormous challenge; these, 
are for the blind only, are for both blind 
and deaf, combination with poor 
asylum, and with cripple home. Altogether 
they have total enrollment 1,156 blind 
people, whom are males and 158 


females. this number 987 are children. 

“If the problem effectively tackled, 
the services provided must comprehensive. 
true that other countries blind wel- 
fare work has been pioneered private 
philanthropy and the State has come when 
private. enterprise had already made appre- 
ciable progress. This country, however, has 
waited long enough and the time has arrived 
when the State should take the education 
handicapped children necessary part 
the general scheme, though will 
doubt all times encourage and welcome 
voluntary assistance. “The Board have urged 
that comprehensive legislation the general 
interests the blind should promoted 
the lines the Blind Persons Act Great 
Britain. Such legislation should ensure, among 
other measures, the compulsory education 
blind children well facilities for voca- 
tional training provide employment for 
the employable blind and financial help for 
those who cannot made self-supporting. 

Government India have recently appointed 
Sir Clutha Mackenzie study the problem 
and prepare comprehensive scheme for im- 
proving the general welfare the blind 
population.” 
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DR. ALLEN SAYS: 


Tue RETREAT 


LAST PROFESSIONAL visit England 
was shown new departments called hostels. 
These, recall them, were living quarters 
for older students workers—were distinct 
houses, either within without the grounds, 
but always conducted little institu- 
tional and much homelike feasible with 
fairly large groups. Indeed, such was their 
main purpose. course, heartily approved, 
admiring them resembling cottage 
families home. 

The headmaster British school for the 
blind showed 1930 little old structure 
his grounds, which was fitting 
“hostel” for those his resident staff need- 
ing occasional change surroundings— 
say, week ends stay-at-home weather. “You 
will notice,” explained, “that have made 
lounge complete with kitchenette, tiny 
laundry, etc. shall surprised does not 
fill real want.” 

interest was immediate; for, year 
before, Dr. Frieda Kieffer, while conduct- 
ing our Kindergarten the “Foundation- 
Perkins Experimental School,” had suggested 
turning large second-story room into just 
such rest-haven. This was done forthwith 
under self-appointed committee teachers, 
who were given fair sum spend for fur- 
nishings. member used tell the pleas- 
ure she had had selecting the dishes and 
other tableware. 

Naturally the little venture took, and 
the very first winter, companionable teachers, 
mostly twos, arranged share possession. 
Pupils had access; and course menfolk 
did not intrude. 

Such resort might well become more than 
rest-haven—perhaps some lonely spinster 


spiritual sanctuary. Certainly our family 
system, intended for maximum contact be- 
tween the teacher and the taught, some- 
what confining the former, and invites 
her too frequent absence. Though one might 
hold tiny tea her room, suite—and 
some did so—still complete change at- 
mosphere occasionally yearned for 
escape. 

This new room discovered new uses. The 
good-bye tea our Miss Jessica Langworthy 
was held there. There, former Harvard Class 
members, already the staff, have received 
the yearly newcomers. Many affair becomes 
wholesomely attractive merely being non- 
institutional; and whatsoever got and 
carried out spontaneously and without having 
permission implies freedom and 
more genuinely enjoyed than the formal re- 
ception which some who would prefer 
stay away. 

Our school staff members, who 
not room suites like those the upper 
school, have been the ones escape the 
endar which there. odd times, when 
would not otherwise wanted, teacher 
has prepared invitation dinner 
those who like, say, Italian cooking; another, 
birthday cake for surprise party. Again, 
alumna, has given picnic lunches there 
groups her former schoolmates visit 
get new ideas for making Christmas pres- 
ents. told that this retreat has well 
served its original purpose, and continues 
so, particularly and oftenest for those 
teachers who have once found refreshment 
and reconditioning there. 
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DARK-ROOM WORK PHOTOGRAPHY 


HAROLD HANSON 


For OVER YEAR Now have been studying 
the possibilities employment for the blind 
and wondering why there shouldn’t greater 
opportunities for sightless people the busi- 
ness photography. 

have been professional photographer for 
fourteen years, having grown the busi- 
ness. have also had the expert guidance 
dad who has spent forty years this pro- 
fession. Consequently feel rather well 


schooled the subject, from commercial 


angle least. 

everyone knows, photography includes 
lot “dark-room” duties. Before had 
high-speed emulsion films, much this work 
could carried under red-illuminated 
safelights which cast barely enough glow 
enable the worker see the work being done. 
Today the developing and loading films 
carried total darkness and must 
accomplished strictly touch. 

connection with this phase the work, 
opinion that blind person would 
entirely capable doing dark-room work 
with competence even exceeding that 
those with 

not thinking only terms veterans 
returning from this war without sight, but 
the already existing numbers civilian 
blind well. There should place for them 
this work which, far, has gone largely 
undeveloped field possible employ- 


Sioux Falls, South Dakota, now serving with the United 
States Navy. His interest the blind, and his belief 
the Possibilities their wider employment his par- 
ticular field, have lead him contribute the above article. 


ment for the blind. few words the sub- 
ject might worth reading. 

The average photographer doing any vol- 
ume work usually has about three five 
hours film developing work daily. This 
does not necessarily mean that all these hours 
are spent darkness. The total operation 
developing films comprises several steps. Only 
small portion the time actually spent 
total darkness but there reason why the 
remaining operations this phase photog- 
raphy could not done darkness pro- 
vided the employee knew what was doing 
and where was doing it. 

studios doing this volume work the 
process developing films time and 
temperature proposition. Certain chemicals 
are kept containers handily spaced the 
laboratory; and since even the photographer 
with sight must spend least nine minutes 
total darkness for every batch films 
processes, the working tools—trays, tanks, etc. 
—must within “sightless reach” the em- 
ployee. 

Timing all carried automatic timers 
the alarm type. not required that these 
seen for accurate use. The steps proces- 
sing films are logical, orderly, routine opera- 
tions which can learned readily any 
reasonably bright individual. Once blind 
employee had “touch knowledge” the 
tool-placement the laboratory there should 
difficulty involved getting about 
the job. 

Perhaps the major requisite for blind 
employee work this kind would 
keen memory; would have extremely 
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accurate recalling all times the position 
the films being developed, the number 
films the tanks, and the elapsed time for 
each tank; and alert discover any error 
made mechanically the loading process. 
From what have heard and read concerning 
blind people, believe the majority have, 
through necessity, developed keen memories. 

The various steps the work developing 
films would, course, have taught 
the new blind employee person with 
sight and the process followed through for 
some time with the blind worker until both 
were confident the results. see absolutely 
reason why blind laboratory worker 
photography should not become exceptionally 
skilled the fast handling films under 
these conditions. 

far have mentioned only the average 
studio and its problems and possibilities. 
must mention also the photofinishing plant 
which uses automatic and modern film-de- 
veloping machines. These machines require 
only that they loaded; the machines 
the rest. such plants, which there are 
many, the process loading the machine 
also job which done total darkness. 
The average plant will have from five six 
hours’ work daily this type equipment. Not 
many hours for the average employee, per- 
haps, but nice day’s work for blind per- 
son interested holding important job. 


necessity, jobs which the blind can 
photography are the present time limited 
those jobs dealing with dark-room work. 
believe, though, that other duties well 
could found experimentation. 

intention any rate give this 
project fair trial. undertaking which, 
unfortunately, must wait until the end the 
Navy for the duration, doing photographic 
work, and wish that available 
personally guide this project and discover 
any new possibilities for employment the 
blind. Photography making vast strides, 
and there every reason believe that there 
will many and varied openings for all 
types workers this field. 

The successful employer ‘one who al- 
ways looking for efficient help grow with 


the firm—employees who take 


interest their work and who, successful, 
will stick with the firm for long time. 
believe that the blind person who turns out 
expert laboratory worker will this 
type employee, provided happy 
his job. There profit here two ways— 
profit for the firm, and profit for the employee, 
who can honestly feel that his job very 
necessary operation obtaining final re- 
sult; job requiring better than average in- 
telligence; and job which can perhaps 
even better because blind. 
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INDIAN ST. DUNSTAN’S HAS CONCERT 


SIR CLUTHA MACKENZIE, G.C.M.G. 


THIs LITTLE MUSICAL AFFAIR not formal 
show, party coming from the neighboring 
regiment, from the Indian Ladies’ Club 
anything like that—no, just family affair, 
the sole audience being the Colonel Sahib and 
his sister Memsahib, the Adjutant Sahib and 
his Memsahib, who sit loftily chairs. The 
twenty blinded soldiers and the blind music 
masterji sit cross-legged the mattinged 
floor the recreation room. bright fire 
burns the open hearth, for the winter 
nights are chill. 

The masterji announces the opening chorus, 
which has been practiced assiduously for 
several days. opens with the western tonic 
sol-fa scale, and down, and then goes east- 
ward into minor dirgelike chant. Masterji 
the “harmony” piano-accordion type 
instrument), Devigavas with table, and Fakira 
with dhollak, accompany and sing well. 
These last two instruments are oriental drums 
—skins tied with thongs over cylinders 
wood, played with the bare hand and fingers 
produce great variety timbre, meter, 
and syncopation. Much the Indian music 
very pleasant when one gets used it— 
plaintive, sad, sometimes like the music the 
Highlands, sometimes recalling cat fights 
amid London chimneypots. 

applaud—an excellent effort; and all 
warm up. Memraj Ram gives solo, ac- 
companying himself. has lost his right 
hand, but uses the forearm work the bel- 
lows and plays the keys with the three good 


Sir Clutha Mackenzie contributes another colorful 
article dealing with one aspect his work with the war- 
blind India. 


fingers his left hand. Naik Bichindas 
the tabla does little tom-tomming the 
background. Memraj hasn’t good ear, and 
masterji occasionally joins the solo bring 
him back the track. good effort. 
call “Shahbash! Shahbash!” Yankat, Mah- 
ratta, follows with song from his distant 
western ghats, singing and playing with 
quality and feeling not small appeal. 
Krischinsagar, due his wounds, like 
Memraj, also left-handed 
artist; and gives haunting Mahratti 
melody, addressed Rama. 

There change tempo. Indira Bahadur 
from the far mountainsides below Everest’s 
snows, takes his turn. only boy with 
tiny, girl-like hands. ties anklets 
silver bells. The “harmony” and drums strike 
brisk Nepali rhythm; and Indira, bells 
a-tinkling cheerfully, does his stuff cleared 
space the middle the room, while 
keep time with clapping hands. call 
for Margo Bundo. “Margo Bundo! Margo 
Bundo!” all shout. yell half-a- 
dozen languages that must something. 
Margo’s turn. Dravidian from the far 
south, speaks only Tamil and, poor chap, 
might well deaf and dumb for none 
can speak his tongue. Nevertheless, 
gets the idea. rises his feet and bursts 
into strange, high-pitched chant. The drums 
pick the rhythm, masterji puts few 
notes the “harmony,” and Margo begins 
nautch-like dance. Perhaps well for 
our morals that don’t understand the 
words. Anyhow, Margo’s turn going with 
swing, and getting quite hot with the 
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vigor it. The Indians score over West- 
erners. There nothing stage fright 
reticence about them playing their part, 
good bad, fraternal evening this 
kind. Here Margo, jungli wallah ever 
there was one, from primitive, remote vil- 
lage and near the soil could well be. 

The next turn brings the house down. Our 
cheerful Gurkha, Tulea Thapa, has been 
military band, and now despises both Nepali 
and Hindustani music. There are disputes 
over the radio the evening. Tulea demands 
“English” music, though must admitted 
while the others insist Punjabi Hindi. 
And now Tulea stands and gives some- 
thing which thinks really music, his 
masterpiece, Want Single.” Masterji 
isn’t very successful improvising waltz- 
time accompaniment, unfamiliar meter 
India. However, though Tulea’s effort does, 
perhaps, lack musical perfection, goes over 
with bang. 

Everyone taking his turn. Our very nice 
Burma Karen, Christian, quiet, shy, 
rather, and excellent his work, sings 
song has learnt tongue strange him 
—Hindi—plaintive, sad, keeping with his 
loneliness far from his luxuriant coast down 
the borders Siam; and his people, where 
are they? Japs and Burmans massacred many 
Karens. 

Our only Muslim, Havildar Abdul Karim, 
doesn’t learn music. devoted orthodox 
Mahommedan; and, however much might 


stray from the paths virtue mundane 
matters, scrupulous over the rules 
Mahommedan observation. Music must have 
part his faith, not pupil. Never- 
theless, gives song Arabic, poem 
the praise Allah, who great and merci- 
ful. sings without accompaniment. 

Everyone jolly and happy. Each performer 
signals the end his piece heartily ap- 
plauding himself, and all join in. Who 
hasn’t yet contributed some gem music 
entertainment? Only Jaggar Singh left. 
He, bearded Sikh blinded mine 
Sicily not long ago, has been with only 
week. was miserable and depressed for 
the first two three days, but has already 
perked up. “Jaggar Singh! Jaggar Singh! 
Give song!” Unhesitatingly begins. 
one his gods. Fascinated, listen. His 
voice amazingly true, full fervor and 
tone. know nothing the words, but 
there mistaking the changing phases 
prayer, humility, obeisance, praise, and sub- 
mission. 

Sweet tea passed round. eat sugary 
Indian cakes. smoke cigarettes, and come 
the end happy and friendly hour. 
make our goodnights. “Salaam, Sahib!” 
Salaam, Huzoor!” “Salaam, salaam, salaam.” 
walk across the compound our own 
bungalow. The snows the steep hillcrests 
above are white the peaceful moonlight. 
The palms and mango trees are motionless 
shadows the crisp air. 


REV 

other 

befor 

mitte 

blind 

Socia 

were 

New 

Prev: 

its 

its 

emp! 

tions 

were 

appe 

ber 

Men 

mor 

alloy 

expr 

cern 

who 

favo 

has 

you 

ingt 

vide 

the 


HELEN KELLER PLEADS FOR REVISION ACT 


HELEN KELLER PLEADS FOR 
REVISION SOCIAL SECURITY ACT 


Workers the field the blind had an- 
other opportunity early October appear 
before the Subcommittee Investigate Aid 
the Physically Handicapped, the Com- 
mittee Labor, with testimony, recom- 
mendations for over-all program for the 
blind, and suggestions for revision the 
Social Security Act. This time the hearings 
were held the Federal Court House 
New York City, October and 
Previous hearings had been held Wash- 
ington August, and again September. 

The Subcommittee, which convened under 
its chairman, Augustine Kelley, 
(Representative from Pennsylvania) heard, 
its October sitting, many people interested 
the welfare the handicapped, including 
employers and those connected with organiza- 
tions working with the handicapped, well 
several disabled individuals, some whom 
were blind. this occasion the outstanding 
appeal for greater consideration for the needs 
the blind was made Helen Keller, who 
appeared before the Subcommittee Octo- 
ber Miss Keller’s plea follows: 


Members the House Committee Labor: 


Nothing could please more than 
speak here this morning, gives 
opportunity direct your attention once 
more the consideration handicap 
allowance for the blind. Fully endorse 
expressing the best thought our day con- 
cerning the needs and difficulties those 


cannot see. You will, sure, 


favorably disposed towards this constructive 
effort. 

Dr. Robert Irwin, executive director 
the American Foundation for the Blind, 
has clearly shown his testimony before 
your Committee its hearings Wash- 
ington, the Social Security Act has not pro- 
vided sufficiently for the particular needs 
the poorer blind, taken into account their 


259 
severe curtailments bread-winning oppor- 
tunities and personal liberty. result, they 
must incur, unaided, peculiar expenses which 
lack sight entails. For instance they must 
pay guide reader the sacrifice 
other precious necessaries. Most them can- 
not afford braillewriters typewriters. Can 
you imagine yourself the dark, unable 
send written message son brother 

There are two groups the blind who 
should have adequate handicap allowance 
and for whom especially plead. One the 
colored blind. travels and down 
the continent have visited their shabby 
school buildings and witnessed their pathetic 
struggle against want. have been shocked 
the meagerness their education, lack 
proper medical care, and the discrimination 
which limits their employment chances. 
feel disgrace that this great wealthy 
land such injustice should exist men and 
women different race—and blind that! 
imperative that colored people without 
sight granted financial aid worthy their 
human dignity and courage the face 
fearful obstacles. 

The other group, the deaf-blind, small 
but heartbreaking contemplate. They are 
tragically isolated, difficult arouse 
enough interest soften their fate. They are 
scattered that hard find out how 
many them there are. Even the deaf- 
blind are taught, how seldom any one offers 
entertain them gladden them with 
pleasant companionship! every state there 
agency trained and willing help the 
blind their economic problems and diver- 
sions, but not one has been organized 
rehabilitate the loneliest people earth, 
those without sight hearing. They have 
funds buy little advantages enjoy- 
ments that would bring sunshine into their 
double dungeon—darkness and silence. 
are not haunted remorse and shame 


_at all our blessings while they have nothing, 


” 
ht. 
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definite effort must started raise them 
from ultimate disaster life’s goodness and 
friendship’s consolation. 

What ask you use your influence 
revise the Social Security Act that 
may minister generously the hardest 
pressed and the least cared for among 
blind fellows. you do, the sight and liberty 
you enjoy will all the sweeter you. 


SPECIAL EXPENSES THE BLIND 


her address before the Subcommittee 
Investigate Aid the Physically Handi- 
capped, the Committee Labor, Oc- 
tober Helen Keller referred the “peculiar 
expenses which lack sight entails,” which, 
she claimed, the Social Security Act does not 
take sufficiently into account its provisions 
for the needs the blind. 

pamphlet recently published the 
American Foundation for the Blind, directing 
attention the need for handicap allow- 
ance for the blind the Social Security Act, 
certain “special -expenses” the blind are 
specifically designated the following words: 

Owing traffic conditions, few blind peo- 
ple find possible get about without 
guide. Blind people who travel alone 
often find themselves situation where 
they must have special help. This very fre- 
quently involves the giving tips which 
seeing person similar circumstances 
would spared. blind man must neces- 
sity frequently use taxi which seeing per- 
son with modest income would regard 
luxury. 

Many blind people must employ least 
part-time clerical service, even though they 
are not business, they may the 
reading and writing which seeing persons 
similar situations would for themselves. 

blind person owns his own little home, 
there are many minor repairs which seeing 
man makes for himself which most blind peo- 
ple must hire done. has lawn mow, 


must hire this work done. most instances 
his furnace must oil burner, because 
coal furnace extremely difficult for blind 
person operate; but oil costs more than 
coal. Most blind housekeepers find neces- 


sary have electric range rather than the 


less expensive coal gas stove. 

The blind man restricted the selection 
his place residence. must one from 
which can travel his work without in- 
curring too much danger. This means must 
have good sidewalk well-beaten path 
follow, and this often involves the payment 
higher rent than seeing man working 
the same job would have pay. 

his wife blind, she will probably have 
order most her groceries and other com- 
modities over the telephone, she cannot 
easily get out shop. This presupposes the 
cost telephone which seeing family 
might forego, and also usually means paying 
higher prices for commodities since they must 
purchased from the more expensive stores 
which will deliver, instead the public 
market cash-and-carry stores. 

order keep his clothes neat, blind 
person must pay for great deal cleaning 
which seeing person would similar 
cumstances for himself. 

Most people limited circumstances 
their own housecleaning, but blind woman 
finds necessary hire certain amount 
housecleaning done order keep her home 
looking presentable. 

blind man takes out life insurance for 
the protection his family, must pay 
excess premium because his blindness. 

These are only few illustrations the 
daily demands made blind purse 
for which seeing person would not liable. 

Just how much the expenses blind 
person total depends entirely his 
Most blind people are the very low income 
group, and often they must choose between 
hiring help and buying sufficient food 
clothing. 
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NECROLOGY 


NATIONWIDE BIBLE READING 
THANKSGIVING CHRISTMAS 


Nation-wide Bible Reading from Thanks- 
giving Christmas, which millions 
American service men and women and their 
families and great numbers other Amer- 
icans will being sponsored the Amer- 
ican Bible Society and two national sponsoring 
committees formed for this purpose. 

The National Sponsoring Committee 
laymen, composed leaders various fields, 
includes ex-President Herbert Hoover, John 
Foster Dulles, Admiral Ernest King, and 
Ambassador John Winant. More than 
thirty major religious bodies are represented 
the National Sponsoring Committee 
Denominational Presiding Officers. 

Through nation-wide poll pastors and 
army and navy chaplains, Bible passages most 
helpful times like these have been chosen. 
The passages receiving the largest number 
votes are being designated, one for each 
the thirty-three days between Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. Bookmark leaflets listing the 
passages, with helpful suggestions how 
get the most out the reading, are being 
furnished large quantities without charge 
churches and chaplains for wide distribu- 
tion. Copies may also secured writing 
the American Bible Society New York. 


NATIONAL COMMANDER 
APPOINTED 


Loyal West Ogden, Utah has been 
elected National Commander the Blind 
Veterans National Chapter the Disabled 
American Veterans. 


Nine blind workers have solved produc- 
tion dilemma for Denver contractor manu- 
facturing rifle-cleaning thongs for the Army. 
Knots needed the thongs were delaying 
work. Two blind émployees did well that 
more were hired. They increased output 175 
per cent. 
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-The Reverend Neil the blind 
Scottish evangelist, who lived this country 
since coming here from Scotland 1926, died 
speaking tour. was born Glasgow sixty- 
five years ago. His home was 430 East 
Street, New York, the headquarters the 
Christian Association for the Blind, which 
founded. Mr. had preached many 
parts the United States and Canada. 
edited The Lamp, religious 
printed braille and distributed free the 
blind; and was the author the volume, 
Courage—Go On, the story his life. 


LIBERTY SHIP NAMED FOR 
MICHAEL ANAGNOS 


Unusual honor was done the memory 
the second director Perkins Institution and 
Massachusetts School for the Blind when, 
September 15, Liberty Ship bearing his 
name, the Michael Anagnos, was 
launched South Portland, Maine. The New 
York Greek Division was given the privilege 
choosing the name this particular ship 
recognition their fine work the war 
bond drives; their choice fell Michael 
Anagnos being the name man who 
had contributed greatly both his homeland, 
Greece, and the country his adoption, 
America. During his years America, Mr. 
Anagnos established the Howe Memorial 
Press and the Perkins Kindergarten. 

the banquet which followed the launch- 
ing the Liberty Ship, Dr. Gabriel Farrell, 
director Perkins, spoke Mr. Anagnos’s 
achievements and congratulated the Greek 
Division for the work they were doing and 
their selection Mr. Anagnos worthy 
compatriot represent them. 
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FROM THE PUBLIC PRINTS... 


According news item the Pasadena, 
California, Star-News, blind patients 
San Francisco hospital use telephone set 
which has portable dial with the letters 


the alphabet and the numerals marked 
braille. 


Podolsky, M.D., article en- 
titled “How Cure Worry-Bred Ills,” 
Magazine Digest, has some interesting, not 
say startling, things say concerning the 
relation worry illness. “Some illnesses,” 
says, “are particularly related the more 
extreme stages chronic worrying. For in- 
stance, quite possible for you and 
worry ourselves into state actual blind- 
ness. Blindness always becomes more 
prevalent during periods war depres- 
sion. Actual blindness, although the eyes are 
not diseased, can come result some 
situation which the patient has face, but 
which his mind would prefer not to. Some- 
thing has give way—and blindness shuts 
him off from unpleasant world. Physi- 
cians have observed that when worry 
trivial, blindness may partial. the mental 
upset greater, the blindness complete.” 


recent issue carries the story 
romance, which culminated marriage, be- 
tween war-blinded Marine, Pfc. John Gil- 
bert Corrie, and Pharmacist’s Mate Elvira 
Consoli, the WAVES. The two met the 
naval hospital Philadelphia where Private 
Corrie was sent after having been blinded 
bullet during the capture Bougainville. 
They were married August 11, four 
months later. They spent their brief honey- 
moon—a week end—at Betterton, Maryland, 
Chesapeake Bay, where they went hiking, 


1From Dr. Podolsky’s book, Stop Worrying and Get 
Well. Bernard Ackerman, Inc. New York, 


climbing, swimming, and canoeing. 
Corrie says that most people make the mis- 
take regarding injured person help- 
less, and adds emphatically, “They’re not 
helpless. Gib [her husband], especially, very 
independent. He’s the same normal people, 
and normal people don’t want other people 
their beck and call.” 


the September issue This Week, 
Ratcliff tells the work being done 
the Office Vocational Rehabilitation, Fed- 
eral Security Agency, give new hope 
America’s handicapped men and women. 
notes one point the article that twenty 
blind men were trained for good jobs the 
aircraft industry, training cost $75 per 
man, and that all got jobs immediately. Ac- 
cording Mr. Ratcliff, eighty-seven per cent 
American industry now employing han- 
dicapped people, and indications are that pro- 
duction rates are the same among the 
handicapped among the 
and absenteeism among 
workers virtually nonexistent. 


The New Beacon, its issue August 15, 
notes the passing Brown, Hawford 
House, near Worcester, England, figure 
pre-eminent the educational world the 
blind, and friend greatly loved and esteemed 
generations past students Worcester 
College for the Blind.” Many Americans had 
the pleasure meeting Mr. Brown when 
attended the World Conference Work for 
the Blind 1931. 

The same issue the magazine announces 
that the London County Council has made 
arrangements which will enable the blind 
people London enjoy the full benefit 
that city’s system adult education. Many 
daytime classes have already been established. 
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MEDICAL TECHNICIANS NEEDED 
SERVE ARMY HOSPITALS 


Blind war workers received well-deserved 
compliment article Louise Reeve and 
David Dubow, entitled “The Blind Fight the 
Axis,” which appeared the October issue 
Coronet. Say these authors: “Blind work- 
ers are producers. They concentrate. They 
have distractions. The job their main 
interest and their pride. They have deep 
loyalty for the place which they have found 
new life. Industry has discovered the 
value the blind and will not forget the 
lesson. Their distinguished performance 
America’s war plants has earned for the blind 
rightful place the postwar industrial life 
the nation, and that regard, modern 
civilization has taken definite step forward.” 


The New York Sun prints Associated 
Press dispatch from Phoenixville, Pennsyl- 
vania, which states that Sergeant Forrest 
Vosler, Livonia, New York, Congressional 
Medal winner who lost eye aerial com- 
bat, has received honorable discharge from 
the Army. Sergeant Vosler won his medal 
when, badly wounded, urged bomber 
crewmates toss him from crippled plane 
lighten the load. They refused, and the 
plane crashed the Engfish Channel, where 
the Sergeant kept wounded comrade afloat 
until help arrived. Vosler plans Sa- 
vannah, Georgia, work radio tech- 
nician. 


CHANGES DIRECTORY 
ACTIVITIES FOR THE BLIND 


Pages and 60. Henry Wolfner Memo- 
tial Library for the Blind; Margaret Mc- 


Donald, librarian, succeeding Mrs. Martha 
Hacker. 


Page 63. Services for the Blind, State Board 
Control; Salter again director. 


Page 72. The New York Association for the 
Blind; Platt, Ph.D., executive director. 


The Outlook pleased publish the fol- 
lowing letter from the Army Service Forces 
Headquarters, Sixth Service Command, Chi- 
cago Illinois. 


the Editor: 


There the present time urgent need 
for more than 20,000 additional members 
the Women’s Army Corps serve Army 
general hospitals medical technicians, and 
has occurred that among the readers 
your Outlook for the Blind there might 
well many women eligible for this type 
work—particularly braille and typewriter 
instructors and teachers prevocational 
training. 

Those accepted under the first classifica- 
tion would, after completing basic, used 
teach blind combat veterans read and 
write braille and operate standard type- 
writer. One year experience prere- 
quisite. 

Duties under the second heading would 
develop the interest the newly blinded 
occupational and social activities, provide 
them with information and guidance which 
will hasten rehabilitation and self-sufficiency, 
and instruct them one more vocational 
skills fields such weaving, woodwork- 
ing, carving, metal working and farming. 
Applicants for work this type must have 
excellent personality traits, emotional stability, 
and experience in, well aptitude for, 
duties this kind. 

Basic eligibility requirements for member- 
ship the WAC are that applicants must 
between the ages and 50, must Amer- 
ican citizens, and must have dependents 
under years age. Only high school grad- 
uates can accepted for enlistment medi- 
cal technicians. Complete information may 
obtained from any WAC recruiting office. 
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you could bring this before your readers 


Very sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Acnes 2nd Lt. WAC, 
OPS, WAC Recruiting Branch 


MISSOURI COMMISSION BUILDS 
SOUND PROGRAM FOR BLIND 


The Missouri Commission for the Blind 
began revive the fall 1941 after hav- 
ing been almost standstill for three years, 
owing lack funds. Since then has been 
endeavoring slowly build sound program. 

Until the end the biennium 1941-42, 
there were state funds for any services 
the blind—the appropriation 
limited the reinvestigation eligibility for 
the blind pension, both for pensioners and 
applicants. During the latter part 1942, the 
Sight Conservation and Blind Work Com- 
mittee the State Lions Clubs came the 
rescue cases requiring operation for sight 
restoration, and paid hospitalization for 
cases which were operated free. 

The Legislature 1943 appropriated funds 
for the administration the pension, preven- 
tion and cure blindness, and rehabilitation 
the blind, and under that appropriation, 
Prevention Blindness Department was or- 
ganized, with committees each county 
the state, composed professional and lay 
persons, who refer cases indigent persons 
needing eye care the Commission. Diag- 
nostic field clinics are held, and the recom- 
mended eye care carried out. The staff 
ophthalmologists small, because many are 
present the Service, and because the 
Commission limits its ophthalmologists 
those who hold the certificate the American 
Board Ophthalmology. Some 800 indigent 
persons have been examined, and sight has 
been restored over hundred. number 
strabismus operations have been done. 

The Commission limiting its services 


OUTLOOK FOR THE BLIND 


persons who need treatment operative care, 
and not furnishing eyeglasses any wide- 
spread way, has been found that most 
communities there are service clubs other 
organizations which are interested furnish- 
ing glasses indigent people who need them. 
launched with the co-operation the Mis- 
souri Medical Association, and letter signed 
the acting president the Association 
being sent all medical practitioners the 
state, together with packet pamphlets 
designed assist the general practitioner 
recognize glaucoma its early stages and 
refer such cases ophthalmologist. 

With the assistance Miss Edith Kerby, 
Associate Program Planning and Research 
the National Society for the Prevention 
Blindness, all eye records the Commission 
for the Blind have been coded and classified 
causes blindness, and report will 
issued soon. 

Under the Vocational Rehabilitation Act, 
Public Law 113, the Missouri Commission 
for the Blind formulated State Plan, to- 
gether with the Vocational Rehabilitation De- 
partment the Department Education, 
and has organized staff carry the 
work training and placement the blind. 
There are two blind placement agents located 
the large cities—one St. Louis and one 
Kansas City; and two case workers. 
vending stand supervisor has been selected 
and being sent Washington for training. 
amendment the Plan, covering the 
physical restoration aspects, has been drawn 
and will soon submitted. 

The Missouri Commission for the Blind 
has been without home téachers until re- 
cently, but now has two who hold first- 
grade certificates and who are making sur- 
vey the needs the blind Missouri. 


Executive Director, 
Missouri Commission for the Blind 
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HAPPY HOURS 


the little village Stanley, New York, 
unique bakeshop prospers. Here, 1940, 
Mrs. Edna Gelder, sightless, became inspired 
make breads for sale. 


Bread, kneaded hand, did not satisfy the 
proud owner this shop, for time went 
she added rolls, cookies, fried cakes, pies, 
birthday cakes, and spice cakes. Through her 
sensitivity touch and self-devised timing 
methods, her accurate ways measuring, 
and even the browning her baking, Mrs. 
Gelder has become skilled carrying 
her work entirely without aid. 


Originally, all baking was done 
eighteen-year-old, three-burner oil stove which 
could hold only five loaves bread one 
time. home teacher from the New York 
State Commission for the Blind who tasted 
these very delectable breads and cookies took 
them Geneva, New York, where customers 
were easily secured. Other contacts that 
vicinity were then made the late Mrs. 
Thomas Truslow, Commissioner 
Board the New York State Commission 
for the Blind. Soon, orders poured the 
little bakeshop from local rest rooms where 
hungry defense workers dined and relaxed. 
The local Women’s Exchange also created 
demand for special orders baked goods. 
Local business men Geneva have engaged 
Mrs. Gelder make 120 dozen cookies 
month served the local U.S.O. 


Through the Sales Service the Commis- 
sion for the Blind, Mrs. Gelder’s spice cakes 
are being sold various parts the state. 
the Christmas Sale many dozens were or- 
dered, and present there great demand 
for these cakes the Commission’s Water 
Mill Shop for the Blind, Long 

Honorable mention from the State Inspector 
for neatness and cleanliness has been awarded 
Mrs. Gelder. Her bakeshop windows, hung 
with crisp, white-dotted curtains valanced 


with gaily colored fruit-patterned chintz, cre- 
ate cheerful atmosphere. Mrs. Gelder greets 
her customers with smile, and her face 
radiates happiness. She loves her work and 
never too tired fill order. Early morn- 
ing her favorite baking time but actually 
the hour matters little her. one and 
all Mrs. Gelder has proved real inspiration. 
The wonder how person without sight 
accomplishes much. 

Besides baking and household duties, this 
energetic woman finds pleasure her Talk- 
ing Book. But her fingers are not-idle even 
then. Attractive potholders with 
bright edgings grow amazing speed and 
are consigned the Commission Sales. Pic- 
nics and family dinner parties are her de- 
light. She never fails her church activities, 
and even finds time compose the occasional 
bit verse. 

the age nineteen, Mrs. Gelder lost her 
sight following the birth one her four 
children. Her life since then has been any- 
thing but easy; but, with courage and forti- 
tude, she has found her place the com- 
munity, and carrying manner that 
would credit even one not handicapped 
lack sight. 

Scorr 


Industrial Supervisor, 
New York State Commission for the Blind 
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blind typist employed the X-ray 
department one the base hospitals the 
Department Health for Scotland, accord- 
ing report carried the British Medical 
Journal. Her job transcribe the remarks 
the radiologist as, total darkness, 
screens successive patients. This relieves him 
the necessity relying his memory 
his notes scribbled after each examination. 
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FOUNDATION ACTIVITIES 


News notes the current activities the American Foundation for the Blind 


Thanks the increase the appropria- 
tion for Talking Book library service granted 
Congress last June, blind readers 
recorded books whose Talking Book ma- 
chines require repairing will glad know 
that they may now confidently expect such 
repairs made with much greater dis- 
patch than has been possible until recently. 
During the past several years, owing lack 
funds and shortage manpower, the pa- 
tience blind Talking Book readers has often 
been strained the breaking point they 
waited long weeks for Talking Book machines 
the time additional funds were allotted 
the Repair Department, seven hundred ma- 
chines requiring repairs had accumulated 
our warehouse, not mention hundreds 
more storerooms the various states. 
These have now all been cleared away, and 
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SUBSCRIPTION PRICE $2.00 PER ANNUM 


the work going forward briskly that the 
Repair Department has recently sent out 
letter all Talking Book lending agencies 
asking them speed things forward- 
ing defective machines the Foundation 
soon they are received. the present time 
the Repair Department returning machines 
the rate 100 week. 


recent visitor the Talking Book studios 
the Foundation was the author Glenway 
Westcott. Mr. Westcott read his entire novel- 
ette, The Pilgrim Hawk; Love Story, for 
the Talking Book. 


LETTERS BRAILLE FOR 
BLIND VETERANS 


recent issue The New Beacon an- 
nounces that members the British and 
Allied Forces wishing write blind rela- 
tives may have their letters transcribed into 
braille and forwarded free charge they 
send them the National Institute for the 
Blind. 

The American Foundation for the Blind 
wishes announce that will pleased 
offer similar service. 


DIGEST AVAILABLE 


October and the Subcommittee 
Investigate Aid the Physically Handi- 
capped the House Labor Committee held 
hearings New York. representative 
the Library Congress made summary 
these hearings. The American Foundation for 
the Blind has limited supply this sum- 
mary which will glad send, upon re- 
quest, interested persons. 
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NATIONAL INDUSTRIES FOR THE BLIND 


National Industries for the Blind has re- 
cently accepted membership the National 
Council Rehabilitation, with Peter Sal- 
mon its representative. This largely 
discussion group great number national 
agencies interested the field rehabilita- 
tion. “Symposium the Process Re- 
habilitation” has been sent workshops, and 
the article page 18, “Vocational Rehabilita- 
tion New Perspective,” Michael 
Shortley, should particular interest. The 
“Question Period,” which follows this article, 
should also interest. Some additional 
copies this pamphlet are stock and 
will glad supply anyone who in- 
terested long the stock lasts. 


The following letter was just received from 
Superior Linen Company, 410 Broadway, 
New York City: 

“Due change our policy, regret 
advise you that October 1944, 
cannot accept orders for textiles for your or- 
ganization solicited Mr. Brockelman. 

“If this policy should altered later 
date, will pleased advise you. 

“All orders that are holding will de- 
livered when the mills release goods that 
have applied for. will advise you when 
and the order can filled receive 
this advice from the mills. that time you 
can instruct are keep the order 
force and ship when the goods are ready.” 


N.LB. intends request the Committee 
Purchases Blind-made Products place 
hand-woven rugs 6-ply roving the 
Schedule Blind-made Products. This 
straight Tabby weave harness) solid color 
rug with border. Workshops having excess 


production which they think would avail- 
able for this, commercial business, are 
asked notify National Industries, which 
will send details the price. Several shops 
have already sent information their 
available production for this purpose. 


The Canvas Specialty Co., Box 982, 
Hartford Connecticut, will pay cents per 
pound, terms cash, for white mop trimmings. 
This price Hartford. Any shops de- 
siring sell their material this basis 
should contact them direct. 


Hockett Co., 104 Pershing, 
Wichita, Kansas, offers Kansas and Colorado 
corn $222.50 per ton, cars. 


The National Broom Corn Co., Box 
362, Devine, Texas, offers the following: 
“Shipment this month car Western Okla- 
homa, finer fiber, good green color, brushy 
selfwork for better brooms, $270 net cars. 
One car shorter length, brushy, generally 
bright, some red knuckles, medium fiber, 
mostly for house brooms, same warehouse 
$237.50. Can furnish part car stained less 
cost. Also surplus hurl where required.” 


George Maus, Amsterdam, Y., will 
submit samples and prices workshops in- 
terested Split Hickory, African Fiber, 
Bassine. Workshops should get touch with 
them direct. 


Wallace Brown, who supplies National In- 
dustries with Christmas cards, has notified 
that they will unable accept any more 
orders, they are completely sold out. 
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APPOINTMENTS 


Federal Security Agency, announces through 
its director, Michael Shortley, the appoint- 
ments Dr. Victor Vogel, surgeon 
the Public Health Service, consultant 
psychiatry; and Dr. Mark Gann, also 
surgeon the Public Health Service, 
assistant regional representative. 

Dr. Vogel’s activities will include the or- 
ganization programs for the rehabilitation 
persons with psychiatric disabilities, and 
mental hygiene programs for all handicapped 
persons who are clients state rehabilitation 
agencies. The Federal-State grant-in-aid pro- 
gram for the vocational rehabilitation 
civilian disabled persons provides for the in- 
clusion psychiatric diagnosis 
ment, and Dr. Vogel’s consultative services 
will available vocational rehabilitation 
agencies and agencies for the blind all 
states, well the District Columbia, 
Puerto Rico, and Hawaii. 

Dr. Gann has been assigned the San 
Francisco Office assist the state rehabilita- 
tion agencies the inauguration physical 
restoration services and aid the inter- 
pretation the vocational rehabilitation pro- 
gram co-operating organizations and pro- 
fessional groups. His services consulting 
medical officer will available all states 
the western area. 


New York FOR THE BLIND 
has just announced the appointment Philip 
Platt, Ph.D. executive director the 
Association. Dr. Platt has had wide and 
varied career public health administration 
both this country and Europe. has 
just completed study voluntary health 
agencies—an undertaking which represents 
three-year effort interpret the voluntary 


health movement America through the 
analysis 700 public and private health 
agencies under the sponsorship the Na- 
tional Health Council. From 1929 1942 Dr, 
Platt was director the famous public health 
and social welfare institution Honolulu, 
known the Palama Settlement. was 
Honolulu during the Pearl Harbor attack and 
was, that time, chairman the Evacuation 
Committee the Mayor’s Disaster 
Previously was assistant director the 
New York Tuberculosis and Health Associa- 
tion and assistant director the Research 
Division the American Child Health 
sociation. 


DR. LOWENFELD APPOINTED 
LECTURER TEACHERS COLLEGE 


Dr. Berthold Lowenfeld, director educa- 
tional research the American Foundation 
for the Blind, was recently appointed 
Teachers College, Columbia University, 
conduct the course “Special Methods 
Teaching the Blind.” 

This course offered the Department 
the Education the Exceptional which 
Programs this department are planned 
meet the requirements the degrees 
Bachelor Science, Master Arts, 
tor Education, Doctor Philosophy, 
offered the University, and also meet 
the special license standards various states. 
The students become oriented the work 
with the exceptional through group gen- 
eral courses and prepare for administrative 
teaching positions courses the different 
special areas. 

The course “Special Methods Teach- 
ing the Blind” being given during the 
Winter and Spring sessions and carries two 
points credit for each session. The many 
friends Dr. Lowenfeld the field work 
for the blind will interested and pleased 
hear his néw appointment. 
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Maine: Department Health and Welfare—Miss 
Wilma True has been appointed senior home 
teacher the Division Services for the Blind 


the State Department Health and Welfare 


Maine. Another recent appointment that 
Maurice Johnson the position placement agent. 
Mr. Johnson succeeds Walter Moran, who now 
engaged rehabilitation the blind the state 
Delaware. 


The New York Association for the 
Vocational Guidance Clinic under the supervision 
Dr. Kathryn Maxfield, consulting psychologist, 
has just been established The Lighthouse, head- 
quarters the New York Association for the 
Blind. Dr. Maxfield also serves vocational ap- 
praiser City College Rehabilitation Center for 
Disabled Veterans, where she works directly with 
the visually handicapped. Miss Louise Hamrah and 
Charles Koehler have been added the staff 
the Home Teaching Department the New York 
Association. 


The New York Institute for the Education the 
Blind—October saw the inauguration weekly 
radio program Station WNYC, New York City, 
which Miss Carmen Abel, blind soprano, will 
featured. Her accompanist and arranger, who 
also blind, Theodore Taferner, teacher 
music the New York Institute where Miss Abel 
was student until her graduation last June. Miss 
Abel now studying voice the Juilliard School 
Music New York City. 


New York State Commission for the Blind—Miss 
Grace O’Hara, sales supervisor, and Miss Kay Bige- 
low, sales assistant the New York State Com- 
mission for the Blind, report returning from 
their annual tour summer resorts that between 
July and September they covered 3,824 miles 
territory; stopped hotels tourist houses; 
held sales; and sold $12,879.16 worth goods. 


Oklahoma School for the members 
the faculty the Oklahoma School for the 
Blind this term include: Von Richard Carter, prin- 
cipal; Mrs. Wester, teacher high school 
English; Miss Elizabeth Connery, home economics 
director; and Mrs. Coffey, substitute teacher and 
Girl Reserves advisor. 


Perkins Institution and Massachusetts School for 
the Blind—The following personnel have been added 
the staff Perkins for the present school year: 
Miss Alice Carpenter, formerly head the Ming 
Sum School for the Blind, Canton, China, teach 
the Deaf-Blind Department; Miss Madge Dolph, 
formerly the New York School for the Deaf and 
the Virginia School for the Deaf and Blind, 
teach the Deaf-Blind Department; Mrs. Marion 
Brown Newcomb, last year Dean Women 
Southern Union College, Alabama, act matron 
boys cottage the Upper School and teach 
the Upper School; Leroy Victor Cleveland, for- 
merly teacher Henniker High School, teach 
science the Upper School; Edward Jacobs, for- 
merly teacher the Baltimore schools, teach the 
sixth grade; Miss Helen Dunne teach Home 
Economics; Miss Jane Smith, member last 
year’s Harvard Class, psychometrist the Depart- 
ment Personnel; Miss Marion Knoll, last year 
student the Commercial Department, act 
ediphonist the Administration Department. 


Royer-Greaves School for the Blind—Three recent 
additions the staff the Royer-Greaves School 
are: Mrs. Allen Cox, Miss Joy Cole, and Miss Theo 
Mitchell. 


The Toledo Society for the Blind—The Toledo 
Society now undertaking new project which 
involves the splicing rope for army tents. tent 
and awning company has solicited the 
help this connection fill urgent government 
contract. 
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SELECTIVE PLACEMENT NOW 
OPERATION 


Placements physically handicapped per- 
sons the United States Employment Serv- 
ice may total nearly half-million 1944, 
according Vernon Banta the Vet- 
eran’s Employment Service Division, War 
Manpower Commission, Speaking recent 
meeting, Mr. Banta said: 

“Society has been searching for many 
decades for lists occupations which the 
handicapped can satisfactorily perform. 
1936, number lists occupations had 
been developed rehabilitation agencies. 
These lists presented collection occupa- 
tions which, the opinion the compilers, 
could satisfactorily performed persons 
with any one thirty-odd types handi- 
caps. These lists placed major emphasis upon 
disability the important selection factor. 
jobs were declared suitable for the in- 
dividual because was handicapped and not 
because had remaining physical capacities 
which suited him the demands the job. 
The United States 
through its occupational research program, 
reviewed the efforts the occupational 
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analysts the rehabilitation agencies 
found them severely wanting. 
“In their place, job-analysis method 
developed which placed emphasis upon 
remaining physical capacities and 
qualifications the worker their 
relationship the physical demands 
other requirements the job. This 
relegated the scrap heap the 
light, outdoor job for the engineer 
inated broommaking the sole 
field which the blind may 
The one-armed locomotive engineer need 
longer considered only for the 
watchman’s job.” 
This new approach, Mr. Banta said, 
erally referred “selective placement.” 
means, added, that the handicapped 
dividual considered for every job 
Occupational Dictionary accordance 
his capacity fulfill the physical 
the job. The physical-demands 
Mr. Banta pointed out, has been adopted 
the Occupational Analysis Division 
WMC Bureau Manpower Utilization 
standard practice their studies jobs 
industry. 
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AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND, INC. 


WHAT THE AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR 
THE BLINDP 


The American Foundation for the Blind 
national agency, the purpose which 
promote increasingly and uncompro- 
misingly the interests the blind through- 
out the United States close co-operation 
with all local organizations. 

ACTIVITIES 
Legislation 


The Foundation keeps constantly in- 
formed regarding federal and state legisla- 
tive developments affecting the welfare 
the blind. 

Among the Federal Acts concerning 
which the Foundation gave consultation 
service are: the law providing annual ap- 
propriations for literature for the adult blind 
the act permitting the railroads carry 
blind person and his guide for one fare; the 
law providing that the Federal government 
shall purchase certain commodities from the 
workshops for the blind Title the Social 
Security Act providing financial assistance 
for the needy blind; and the amendment 
the tax law permitting blind person take 
$500 deduction. 

National Industries for the Blind 

The Foundation has increased em- 
ployment the blind well their earn- 
ings finding large markets for their 
products and through the creation its 
affiliated National Industries for the Blind, 
nonprofit organization which acts 
liaison capacity between Federal and other 
purchasing agents and the various work- 
shops for the blind. 

State and Local Field Service 


The Foundation has helped establish 
state departments for the blind twenty- 
one states, and assists every way possible 
improve the efficiency local organiza- 
tions for the blind. 

Discount Service 


The Foundation conducts discount serv- 
ice which blind people receive price re- 
duction watches, radios, and tickets per- 
blind person and his guide travel 
for one fare the railroads and bus lines. 
Reference Library 


The Foundation conducts one the most 
complete and best organized reference 
braries work for the blind (in English 
and foreign languages) the world. 


Information Service 


The Foundation conducts information 
service regarding all matters relating the 
blind, particularly with reference voca- 
tions, education, special legislation, statis- 
tics, and special apparatus. 


Appliances 


The Foundation has developed and con- 
structed, addition others, appliances 
for improved printing machin which 
greatly simplified the publication books 
for the blind economical methods, and 
braille typewriter superior any machine 
the kind hitherto available. 


The Talking Book 


The Foundation has developed the Talk- 
ing Book—a long-playing phonograph disc 
—which manufactures its own labor- 
atory and sells cost, well the reading 
machines, variety models, play 
these books. The Talking Book considered 
one the greatest boons the blind ever 
bestowed them. 


International Braille Clearing House 


The Foundation conducts international 
clearing-house enable publishers liter- 
for the blind avoid duplication 
titles. 


Publications 


The Foundation publishes three maga- 
zines—the Outlook for the Blind and The 
Teachers Forum, Talking Book Topics, and 
the Braille Book Review, and many books 
and pamphlets value professional 
workers for the blind. 


Scholarships 


The Foundation awards scholarships 
blind students enable them obtain 
professional and vocational training fitting 
them earn livelihood. 


The Foundation’s support derived 


largely from individuals all parts the 
country, who, through annual contributions 
and through bequests, stretch out helping 
hand their blind fellow-countrymen. 
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Christmas Gift Book Unusual Appeal 
WAS NOT OWN IDEA 


ROBINSON PIERCE 


The NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE describes as: “One 
the wisest and blithest books come from the other side 


darkness unsentimental guide getting the most out 
life.” 


JANE COWL, famous actress, radio broadcast over WOR 
said it: “You will like this book and you will inspired 
well.” 


The MIAMI HERALD moving and incredibly amusing 
personal 


Robinson Pierce’s “slim volume” the story indomitable 
spirit which has gone living richly and fully spite 


the handicap blindness. 


Get your copy mailing this coupon: 


FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND, Inc. 


Please send ..........copies WAS NOT 
OWN IDEA $1.50 per copy postpaid, for which enclose 
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